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A PHILOLOG ICAL AND ZOOLOG ICAL
DESCRIPTION OF THE BIRD NAMES GIVEN BY
YAQUT AL- HAM AWI AND ZAKAR TA AL-QAZW INI IN
THEIR DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLAND OF TINNIS —
PART 3.

Philippe Provencal

Zoologisk Museum — StatensNaturhistoriske Museum,
Universitetsparken 15, 2200 Kgbenhav @.

This is the following up of my previous articles in
Arabic Biology and Medicine: A PHOLOGICAL
DESCRPTION OF THE BRD NAMES GVEN BY YAQUT
AL-HAMWI AND ZAKARIA AL-QAZWINI IN THEIR
DESCHRPTION OF THEISLAND OF TINNIS!. This series of
articles is treating philologically and biologicalthe list of
134/135 bird names included in the descriptionthefisland of
Tinnis in Lake Manzalah in the Delta of the Nile whiate a
given by Yaqat ibn ‘Abdullah alHamawi (1179-1229) in his
Mu ‘gam al-Buldin and by Zaka&’ b. Muhammad b. Mamad
al-Qazvini (1203-1283) in his CosmographyKitab ‘Aga’ib

1 Provencal, PA Philological Description Of The Bird Names Given
By Yaqat Al-hamawi And Zakaria’ Al-QazwinT in Their Description Of
The Island Of Tinnis, Arabic Biology and Medicinéflay 2015, No. 3. vol.
1 p. 1-45, PA Philological Description Of The Bird Names Given By
Yaqat Al-hamawi And Zakaria’ Al-Qazwint in Their Description Of
The Island Of Tinnis,-part 2,Arabic Biology and Medicinéylay 2015, No.
3.vol. 2 p. 1-27.

2 al-Qazwini, zakad' b. mthammad b. miamad; kitab ‘aga’ib al-malaqat
wa gara’ib al-mavgidat - el cazvni's kosmograpile. ed. f. wistenfeld.
genehmigter neudruck des ausgabe von 1848-49 desges der
dieterichschen buchhandlung. martin sandig 196&skdden.

% vaqat al-Hamawi, Jacuts Geographisher Wérterbuctherausgeben von
Ferdinand,

Wustenfeld, Lelpzlg 1866-70. Reprint byafls Library, Teheran.
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al-Maaliigat wa Gara’ib al-Mawsiidat. As the amount of
material involved in this study is extensive, theating will
take place using several articles.

In the treating of these bird namewiill in this article
treat the names, for which the identity is stilthex easy to
work out but which require more philological andological
treating compared with those treated in my two ey
articles. As in the previous articles, the treaspicies will
taxonomically be spread out in order to provide ettdy
overview of the knowledge found in the Arabic texis
zoology. As explained in my previous article, sooirel names
are still in use and the species in questions atedescribed in
the classical literaturén order to avoid making the text of this
article too long, we will only treat eleven speciesre. The
remaining being treated in subsequent articles. &general
treating of list of bird names and an overview lo¢ sources

used see my previous artitle

THE BIRD NAMES:

paddy Al-ahdar (No. 27%
Cardudlischloris Greenfinch

Philological comments

According to Malout the present day name of this bird

* Provencal, A Philological Description.

®> The numbers refer to the number of the item Inligteof bird names as
noted by Yaqut Al-Hamawi, see Provencal, A Philological Description p.
14-16.

®Malouf, A.,1932,An Aralic zoological dictionaryal-Muktataf Press,
Cairo, p. 118.
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in Syria ishudayrr L;)M; and it is calledhudayr )—v-a; in
Egypt. Malouf writes that the classical Arabic nawfethis
species isAhdar, but he uses the bird list treated here as
Classical authority Francois Viré writes that its name in north-

west Africa islbn al-Ahdar (»=3Y¥) o), hidar (»=a3) and
hiddir (),-.\-:'4:3)8. Goodman etl write that the names of the

Greenfinch in Egypt are:usfiur hudayri, ahdar, hudayr,
hudayri  where they write the first name with Arabic
letters s s ) siac,

Another bird whose name is based on the hofdt/r
(L u=¢) is the Little Green Bee-Eat&terops orientalis but
as this bird in all probability is mentioned in fist as No. 3¢,
the identity of thedkdar as the Greenfinch is retained here.
Biological comments

The Greenfinch is a local breeding resident Noittai$
in the area around the central Suez Canal and drlsmmailia
and the southern delta . It has colonised the dettantly in the

1980-ies, and it is a fairly common visitor in wentin the

" Malouf Ibid.
8viré, F. In Etchécopar, R.D., F.id. 1964.Les Oiseaux du Nord de

I'Afrique de la Mer rouge aux CanariesParis, N. Boubée etl®
®Goodman, S. M. and P. L. Meininger, S. M. Baha ig, D. J. Hobbs, W.
C. Mullié 1989:The Birds of Egypt.Oxford University Press. Oxford, New
York, p. 466.

1 provencal, PA Philological Description Of The Bird Names Given
By Yaqat Al-hamawi And Zakaria’ Al-QazwinT in Their Description Of
The Island Of Tinnis,-part 2, Arabic Biology and MedicineNovember
2015, No. 2. vol. 3 p. 13-15.
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northern parts of the Country
Concerning the Arabic speaking world the Greenfiisch
breeding at the present time in north-west Afrmathe eastern

Mediterranean Coast and furthermore in Turkey asal. |

" Goodman The Brds p. 466-467, cf. also Meininger, P.L. & Atta G.A.M.
(eds). 19940rnithological Studiesn Egyptian Wetlands 1989/9G-:ORE-
report 94-01, Wivo-report 40, Vlissingen/Zeist 366.
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oV Al-azraq (No. 29)
Sylvia curruca Whitethroat
Sylvia communis Lesser Whitethroat
Sylvia hortensis Orphean Warbler

In Egypt the namezuraygah #ran: @U:ﬁ :\%UJ is,

according to Malouf, used in for the Whitethro&ylvia
communisand the Lesser Whitethro&ylvia curruca®. These
names are confirmed by Goodman et al. who alsadiecthe
Orphean WarbleBylvia hortensisas a bird being designated
by the nameurayqgaft®. This namalludes to the blue-grey hue
of these warblefé. The reason for identifying thazraqwith
these small warblers and not the name No. 13 wisietritten
az-zurrayq is that the nameal-azraq is placed among the
names of other small birds i.e. the Wheatears {19%.the male
Blackcap (No. 20), the thrushes (No. 24), the fenighckcap
(No. 25), the Graceful Warbler (No. 26), the Grascti (No.
27), the Little Green Bee-Eater (No. 30), the Rofimw. 31),
the House Sparrow (No. 38), the Serin (No39)

The nameZurrag applies to certain Raptors i.e. the

Black-Shouldered Kit&lanus caerulus which is called by this

12 Malouf, An Arabic Zooloiral, p. 242-243.

13 Goodman The Birdsp. 422 and p. 424-426.

14 Ppeterson, R., G. Mountfort, P. A. D: Hollordi989. Europas
FugleTranslated to Danish by D. Boertmann and J. Fjel@sjpenhagen,
C.E.G. Gads Forlag, plate 63.

15 Cf. the commentaries to bird name No. 13 In tisis Which is identified
as the Jay Garrulus glandarius (Provencal, A PHILOLOGICAL
DESCRIPTION — part 2. 6-8)

Arabic Biology & Medicine Number.4 Va1l May 2016



Philippe Provencal.

name in Egypt at the present tifhand in Classical Arabic the
male Goshawlccipiter gentilis’.
Biological comments

The warblers mentioned here are passage migrants in
Egypt, the Orphean Warbler being scarce théudboncerning
the Arabic speaking world the Orphean Warbler eeding in
many parts of the Middle East and North Africa.sTapplies to
the Whitethroat and the Lesser Whitethroat too they are not
as widely distributet.

asll i  Dik al-Karm (No.48)
Porphyrio porphyrio madagascarensis Purple Gallinule

Philological comments

The names of the Purple Gallinule in modern Egyptia
dialects are the following according to Goodmaralet1989:
dullkls 43 ¥Farpah Sulaniyyah, Da&agah Sulaniyyah, digma,
dik (this name is originating from the Nile Deltd);k al-
Ghab, Dik Burdz (this name is originating from the north coast
between Alexandria and Matrut)ik Sutani, Sutani?®. The
name Dik Sutani is confirmed by Malouf (1932) as an

Egyptian name for this bifd Dr ‘Abbas as$Sarawi called it

18viré, Les Qseauxp. 588; GoodmarTheBirds p. 169.

7 Viré, F. 1977. Essai de détermination des oisefxel mentionnés
dans les principaux manuscrits arabes médiévaux la fauconnerie.
Arabica, tome XXIV, p. 140.

'8 GoodmanTheBirds p. 422.

¥ Hollom, P. A. D., R. F. Porter, S. Christensenillis, 1988, Birds of
the Middle East and North Africd. & D Poyser: Calton, p. 203-204.

2 Goodman;The Birdsp. 222.

Z Malouf, An Arabic Zoologicalp. 111.
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Dik al-Ghib <)) ¢k andZanzin o) 3

As the nameDik <L~ (with different attributes or
epithets) obviously is a common Egyptian name lier Rurple
Gallinule and as the worklarm S means vine or grapes in
Arabic, the identification of th®ik al-Karm with the Purple
Gallinule is rendered probable as this bird hasoBuring
resembling much ripe blue grapés
Biological comments

The purple Gallinule is a breeding resident in most
Egyptian wetlands. It is fairly common the Nile l2ebeing
the most important breeding site in the Westerted?etic
especially Lake Manzallah and Lake BuruffigGoodman et
al. 1989 p. 222).

8 yall as-suradah (No. 58)
Lanius excubitor Great Grey Shrike

Philological comments

Both Goodman et al. (1989) and Malouf (1932) state
that the nam&urad applies to the Shrike. Goodman et al. apply
it as a general name in Egypt for Shrikehe nameSurad is
used in the Arabic name list Fhe Birds of Om&fi p. 287).

Malouf substantiates his identification with deptions from

# personal Informatlon from Dr.Abbas a3-Safwi, the director of the
Popular History Museum in Port Said In 1993.

Zpersonal observatlon on specimens belonging toNhtural History
Museum, Denmark, cf. too HollonBirds of the Middle Eastp. 81 and
plate 12.

4 GoodmanThe Birdsp. 222.

% Goodman|bid. p. 441, MaloufAn Arabic Zoologicalp. 235.

% Callagher, M. 1985Birds of Oman Quartet Books Limited, p. 287; here
Is used thé\rabic verslongwe sib,
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the Classical lexicographical works. He Writes:

Ge sla Lo lghiay 38 58S il (a)all ) sas
Dida a pall M e ol JUB, Al S 8 gl 5 3 aall
sas dpmall (el s L el G i pdim Al
DOl Bla (A 5 Mand et a5 el duay
() CM\ G yae ).\\ GJ’J\ Ja A_\.k_)S A_)..al\"
Slasl) dpmy ) ghanll G il g5 IS s 43S
poa all g  died (el Al Gl s gaadls
P 3 gud b 5 Gl Ao 5 adl) B 5S dJ
S Y 6 Y dade anbial i aidae (4l el
S ol b gy alade 5 Vi e f i
Dila (< jeiay calidg pbia aly aalll (e 05138 5 il
Al 1 il 136 dio o) ) 0028 4kl a2m 3
(o028 laaly 56 138 a8 jWie aly aguany e 3G
osss i) ol sle g adia 1 I Y s KT g el

“ There are [of the shrikes] many species
whose descriptions are consistent with what
has been written in the Arabic encyclopedias
on the birds namedurad and nuhas/bn
Sidah wrote:

‘The shrike furad] is a bird whise
plumage is of pied colour with a stout heéd.
is found in the trees. The nuhas is the shrike
as it hunts small birds. It moves its tail
permanently,”

And in theHayat al-Hayawin [of ad-
Damiri]:

"[The surad] is [vowelised along the same
pattern] as the (word) nab. (...) (It is also
called) Abi Katir. It is a bird, which is
superior to the passerines [and similar small
birds] as it hunts them. Its plural is
[pronounced]Sirdan. Al-Nagr ibn Shumayl’

%" Died In Barah 818 (see Somogyl, J.1928. Index des sourcés eyt
al Hayawan de d-Darmri, Journal Asiatique,juillet - septembre 1928, No.
9).
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mentioned about this bird that it is of pied
colour with a big and heavy head. It lives in
trees. Half of the coloration of this bird is
white and the other half is blacklt is
endowed with a thick beak and big claws i.e.
its toes are vigorous. This bird is always seen
[sitting] on palm fronds and on trees. Not one
[among the passerines] can withstand this
bird, as it has a mischievous character and is
very distasteful [in its natural dispositions].
Its food consists of meat. The Shrike is able to
whistle in different ways as it whistles to
every bird which it wants to hunt in this bird's
own language and calls it to draw near.
When the birds [upon hearing this] gather
around itthe Shrike attacks some of them. As
the Shrike has a strong bill, when it strikes
one [of the birds] it tears it apart at once and
devours it and never leaves this habit. The
dwelling places of the Shrike are trees, tops
of isolated rocks and tops of fortress&s"

This is a very accurate description of the appesa
and the habits of the Grey Shrikes i.e. The Graaty&hrike
Lanius excubitor and the Lesser Grey Shrikenius minor.
As however the Lesser Grey Shrike in all probabilis
mentioned in the present list as No. 125, the ieation of
thesa_»= with the Great Grey Shrike is retained here.

The Great Grey Shrike is a bird the size of acHbrd
Turdus merula. It is a bird of raptorial habits as an extensive

part of its food consists of vertebrates of whish Great Grey

% Al-Damirt, Kamal ad-Din  (1861)Kitab Hayat al-Hayawin al-Kubr, ed.
Muhammad Skhin and ed. Br al-Flkr, Bayit, Lebanon. The text of al-
Damiri is copied directly from the Kdb Hayat al Hayawan as Malouf does
not quote it in its entirety. Auhor’s translation.

Arabic Biology & Medicine Number.4 Va1l May 2016



Philippe Provencal.

Shrike chiefly hunts rodents, but it also hunted&f The
description of the coloration of this bird is presj as the Grey
Shrikes have light grey backs and white or greytevhi
underparts. These birds have black wings which maaeked
and extensive white patches and black tails witlitavbdges
and a distinctive black head marking in the formaobroad
black stripe covering the ey8s However, the Lesser Grey
ShrikeLanius minor has a rather variable mauve-pink toning
of the underparfS. Furthermore the rade excubitor elegans,
which is distributed from the south of Tunisia tee tsouthern
Palestine is a very pale race where the grey caleurery
light®2,

The feet and toes of the Grey Shrikes are stronignot
exceptionally big (personal observations on specsne
belonging to the collections of the Museum of Nakutistory,
Aarhus, Denmark), however they are strong and wvig®er
enough to enable the bird to use them actively wistnhing
preys. Birds are almost always grasped with thg fead like
real Raptors the Great Grey Shrike sometimes @@rpreys by

its feef>. The Shrikes usually dismember their vertebraeyr

2 Cramp, S. C. M. Perrins et al. (eds.) 1977 - 188)dbook of the Birds
of Europe, the Middle East and North Africa. TBieds of the Western
Palearctic.Oxford University Press.

pp. 504-509).

%% Cramp andPerrins Ibid. plate 22 and plate 27 and personal observations
on specimens belonging to the collections of theséium of Natural
History, Aarhus, Denmark, cf. also the figures ofikes In Hayman 1989,
OiseauxArthaud, Paris, p. 65.

31 Ccramp andPerrins lbid. p. 482.

32 Hollom, Birds of the Mddle Eastp. 223 and plate 35.

33 Ccramp andPerrins, Handbookp. 482.
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before eating them, either by holding them with toat or by
impaling them on a thorn or other suitable iténThey may
dismember and eat their preys at once or impalen the a
cache as storage for later consumption.

Shrikes are very good imitators of the songs dieot
birds. This practice which is called mimicry is esjally
common with the Red-backed Shrikanius collurig where it
has been said that its song is: " like a mirrothef bird song of
the region®. However the trait mentioned of the Shrike being
able to lure avian preys by imitating their songéohgs in all
probability to the realm of legend.

Due to its raptorial habits the Great Grey Shrikaally
perch itself on a suitable place high above theimiS.

For further information on the Grey Shrikasclassical
Arabic cf. the very detailed description given bgne (1879
(1956)) under the entr§urad®’ and compare with Cramp and
Perrins,Handbook subfamilyLaniinae.

Biological comments

In Egypt the Great Grey Shrike is a breeding redide
many parts of Egypt. It is fairly common with theebding
population concentrated in the Nile delta and valle the
Suez canal area, in the Sinai and in the EasterserDe

particularly near the Red Sea. In winter the Iquabulation is

34 Cramp andPerrins, Handbookp. 442.

% Bondesen, P. 1986uglesangen Europa,Rhodos, Copenhagen, No. 33.
% Cramp andPerrins , Handbook,p. 504, see also Génsbgl, B. 1991,
Nordens Fugle,second ed. Gad, Copenhagen, p. 427.

3" Lane, E. W.1956.Arabic - English LexicoNew York, (Wllllam and
Norgate. London 1879), Frederlc Ungar Publishing Co
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further increased by migrants from the ndtthDuring
ornithological studies in Egyptian wetlands, thee&r Grey
Shrike was observed around the Lake Manzalah ahgehvin

recent times seems to support a breeding popufation

SJ,C'm Al-qubbarah (No. 60)
Alaudidae spp. Lark

The namequbbarah togeher with the namgunburah
are common generic names for the Larks in Afdbic
Biological comments

During my visit to Lake Manzalah in 1992 | persdyal
observed two Crested Lark&alerida cristataon the road from
Port Said to Damietta. At least 21 species of Laresbreeding
in the Middle East and North Afri¢a

»allzdl  Al-bahh al-humr (No. 89 and 90)
Tadorna ferruginea Ruddy Shelduck

Philological comments

According to Goodman et al. (1989) the Ruddy
Shelduck is callethai/z in the district around al Minyah on the
Nile*. Al-Ib&hi writes in his Al- Mustaraf fi kull fann

mustaraf:
Al A Al g g el il hal (o 5h cakal i
L il Y Lle aa

" Bahh - a lovely bird which lives by the
water bankslIt has a beautiful appearance.

3 GoodmanThe Brds, pp. 444-446.

39 Melninger & Atta,Ornithologcal Studes p. 362.

“0 GoodmanThe Brds, p. 350, MaloufAn Arabic Zoolotgal, p. 146-147.
“*! Hollom, Birdsof the Middle Eastp. 150-161.

2 GoodmanThe Birdsp. 157.
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This bird is chiefly seen in paifs"

This is a very short description typical of the
descriptions of the Kib al-Mustaraf. But it brings essentials
of the features of the Ruddy Shelduck. It is a waied as
stated. It is chiefly seen in pairs or in familypgps* (Peterson
et al. 1989). The sympathetic description of thel'bioutward
appearance is due to the fact the Ruddy Sheldachk i
decorative bird which is much used as a park-bird o
ornamental bird in gardens and zoos. This spesiefien seen
in the wild outside its natural geographical raagea result of
escaped captive birds.

The identification of thebahh with the Ruddy
Shelduck is further made probable if the next Imiagne in the
list =1l is read not as an independent name, but as arcolou
adjective used as an epithet to the name ldi-kal as the
Ruddy Shelduck, as alluded by its English name amagverall
body plumage of a chestnut - orange colour witrclbland
white wings with a green gloss on the primaries.e Th
swimming or resting bird can look very much likeig wholly
orange-coloured duck (personal observations).

The Ruddy Shelduck was very rarely depicted in

** Al-Ibsiht al-Mahalli, Sitab ad-dne Mthammad Ion Amad Ibn Al Fath.
(ed. 1952),Al-Mustaraf fi kull Fann Mustaraf. Maktabat wa Mga'at
Mustafa Al-babi Al Halabl wa’Awladihi bi-Misr, vol. 2, p. 114, author’s
translatlon.

4 Peterson et alEuropas Fugle.p. 56 and plates 14, 16 and 18 and
personal observatlons on llve specimens.
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Ancient Egypt®>. However in the mastaba of the government
official Mehu from the Dynasty V(2460 - 2200 B.C®° there
are several fine depiction of Ruddy Shelddéks
Biological comments

The Ruddy Shelduck is breeding in north-west Africa
and in Turkey and parts &fan andlraq'®. In Egypt it is a rare

visitor in winter and on passéije

ekl al-mala‘igt (No. 92)
Platalea leucorodia Spoonbill

Philological comments

The spoonbill is known by the namedi mil ‘agah s/
4L° . Malouf uses this bird lists by agat and Qazni
treated here as an authority to state that thesCisArabic
name of the Spoonbill ig=>ll This name like the English
name spoonbill and the French na8matule comes from the
form of the bill, cf. Delin and Svensson where tikis well
illustrated”. The great modern dictionaryorterbuch der
Klassischen Arabischen Sprachgives the identification: "A
kind of bird; spoonbill®? for the word ek |

In art from Ancient Egypt the Spoonbill is quitetef

*>Houlihan, P. F. 1986The Birdsof Ancient EgyptAris and Phillips.
Warminster: England, p. 66.

6 Andreu, G. 1992L'Egypte au temps des pyramides, troisiéme millena
avant J.-C Hachette, Paris, p. 20.

*"Houlihan,The Birdsp. 66.

“8 Hollom, Birdsof the Middle Easip. 41.

9 GoodmanThe Birdsp. 157.

*Malouf, An Arabic Zoologicalp. 233, GoodmarThe Birdsp. 149.

°ICf. Delin, H., L. Svensson 199®hotographic guide to the Birdef
Britain and EuropeHamlyn Publishing Group Limited, London, p. 35.
*2Weérterbuch der klassischen arabischen Sprach&970. Deutsche
Morgenlandische&sesellschaft.
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seen’. An exceptionally good rendering is given in thenb of
Khnumhotep Il from the 12th Dynasty (1991 - 178&5>.
Biological comments

The Spoonbill is breeding in many areas around the
coast of the Red Sea and in some other small aneéise
Middle East>. It is a rare breeding resident in Egypt on thd Re
Sea coast and a not too common passage and wisiter in
the Nile Delta and valley. It migrates through Egjot the
birds prefer to stay on the Red Sea coast or tlufther up the
Nile, so that the Nile Delta and its lakes are withSpoonbills
in mid-winter. On Lake Manzalah between 250 and 300
Spoonbills were noted on 14 September $94@oodman et al.
1989 pp. 149-150). During the Ornithological Stsdien
Egyptian Wetlands 1989/90 a total of 210 Spoosbilere

seen in the Lake Manzalah atea

(Gdadl al-‘ag‘aq (No. 118)
Pica pica Magpie

Philological comments
AD-Daniiri writes:

DB e il sas Gade disay Gaiall
w)ﬁ‘b\;h;ju‘)ﬂ\d&ésﬁjhw\
agul 5 panl Gisl 3 g4y Adeall alia
cidll o sha
"(The Magpie).... The voice of (this bird)
sounds like ‘ag'aq [i.e. the name is an

*3Houlihan, The BirdsNo. 17 p. 33-34.

>4 Andreu,L'Egypte,p. 7, Houlihan, obod. p. 33.

% Hollom, Birds of the Middle Eastp. 37.

% Goodman;The Birdsp. 149-150.

" Meininger & Atta,Ornithological Studiesp. 304-305.
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onomatopoetic of the cry of this species]; it is
a bird of the size of a Pigeon. It has the shape
of a Corvidaebird, but its wings are bigger
than those of a Pigeon. It has two colours,
white and black, and it has a long tflI"

This description is diagnostical of the MagpieThe
voice is described accurately, as the call thatast commonly
heard from a Magpie is a loud, staccato, harsh gritural
outburst, described by Delin and Svensson as tle#l kmown
harsh-laughing calf®, sounding in fact very much like the
pronunciation of the Arabic name of this bird (meral
observations on Magpies). As the Magpie belonghd¢osame
family as the Crows and Ravens the observationdannad-
Daniri regarding the shape of this bird is correct.

The Magpie is well known in Arabic zoography and
most of the well known traits of this bird are faith At the
present time the nam&@&gaq is the common name for the
Magpie in Ira§® (Malouf 1932 p. 155).

Biological comments

The Magpie is not counted as an Egyptian Birtt is
however breeding in north-west Africa and in lapgetions of
the Middle-East, but not in the Syro-palestiniagioa. There
is too an isolated population in the southéfigaz of the

%8 Al-Dariiri, Kitab, article ‘aq aq, Author’s translation.

%9 Personal observations on live specimens, seeddio and Svensson,
Photographic guidg. 202-203 and Goodwin, D. 1986rows of the World.
Trustees of the British Museum (Natural Historypnidon, p. 156.

¢ Delin and SvenssoRhotograplic guidep. 202,

1 Cf. Lane, Arabic - English Lexicon

2Malouf, An Arabic  Zoologal, p. 155.

% Goodman;The Birdsp. 489.
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endemic racasirensi§* (Hollom et al. 1988 p. 225).

¢ Albaz (No. 124)
Accipiter gentilis Goshawk

Philological comments

According to Malouf, F. Viré, and Goodman et ak th
namedaz andbazi are the names of the Goshawk in Classical
Arabic®™. In falconry literature this name was used for the
female bird, which is the size of a Buzz&uateo buteoand the
one by far preferred in falcorfty
Biological comments

Despite that the Goshawk was regarded as the most
noble of the falconry RaptdYsthis bird is not found in Arabic
speaking countries, with the exception of Mordéc@he fact
that alGahiz calls this bird a stranger in opposition to theea
Falcon which he calls Arabic shows that the gedgraptatus
of the Goshawk must have been similar in medievae<®.
This must be attributed to the fact that the Goshana bird
which is dependent of forest vegetafion

The Goshawk is a rare winter visitor in Northern

Egypt’’. As the area around Lake Manzalah was the mush les

®Hollom, Birds of the Middle Eastp. 225.

% Malouf, An Arabic Zoologicalp. 2, Viré, F. 1977. Essai de détermination
des oiseaux-de-vol mentionnés dans les principaaruscrits arabes
médiévaux sur la fauconnerigrabica, tome XXIV, p. 139, Goodmarihe
Birds, p. 186.

%% viré, Ibid.

®7viré, Ibid.

% Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easfp. 55.

9Viré, Essai de détermination, p. 140.

“Génshgl, B. 198 Rovfuglend Europa, Nordafrika og Mellemgste@ad.
Copenhagen, p. 141.

" Goodman;The Birdsp. 186.
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inhabited in medieval times (cf. the map drawn lwy Hlawqgal

in his Sarat al-Ard)’> and as the area around the southern
shores of Lake Manzalah was wooded (personal irdbam
from Dr ‘Abbas aS-Sanaw the director of the historical
museum in Port Said) this area must earlier haee béractive

for the Goshawks visiting Egypt.

gaxall  as-suradi (No. 125)
Lanius minor Lesser Grey Shrike

Philological comments

The namesurad 2 %= for the Lesser Grey Shrike is
given by Malouf®, but his own source is the bodkambles of
a Naturalistby G.H. Gurney. This name with this identification
is further provided by F.Viré and by Goodman et'al.
Biological comments

In Egypt the Lesser Grey Shrike is a fairly common

migrant visitor in autumn and an uncommon visitospring®.

Sal) al-saqr (No. 126)
Falco cherrug Saker Falcon

Philological comments
As may be seen from this bird's English name, tbedw

saqr in Arabic denotes the Sacer Fal€hrwhich was widely

2 |bn Hawgal 1964 Configuration de la Terre Sgrat al-Ard) Introduction
et traduction avec Index par J. H. Kramers et GetWEdition G.P.
Maisonneuve et Larose: Paris.

3 Malouf, An Arabic Zoologicalp. 227.

" Viré, F. In Etchécopar, R.D., F.id. 1964.Les Oiseaux du Nord de

I'Afrique de la Mer rouge aux Canas. Paris, N. Boubée etlg p. 593,
Goodman;The Birdsp. 444.

> Goodman|bid.

8 Malouf, An Arabic Zoological p. 103, Viré,Essaide détermination p.
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used in Falconry. On the other hand the wogdgr is used in
Arabic as a generic word for all birds of the order
Falconiforme&®. Furthermore the worghqr is used to denote a
variety of different diurnal Raptors which cannet dbunted as
Eagles or Vulture’s.
Biological comments

The Saker Falcon is primaly a species whose habitat
consists of the steppes and tree-steppes of thaedtatic
region. Most birds of this species are migrantosehmain
winterquarters lie in the Mediterranean and thedWieEast’.

The Saker is a scarce winter visitor and passageanti
in Egypf. As the Saker Falcon outside its breeding season i
often seen near swamps, coastal bays and othezsplelcere
abundant bird life may be fouffdt is therefore probable that a
place like the lakes of the Nile Delta has goodaation on

migrants and winter visitors.

Gl al-basiq (No. 130)
Accipiter nisus Sparrowhawk

Philological comments

The namebasiq is the common Arabic name for the

144.

TCf. Ibn Mangt, M. 1984.De la chasseTraité traduit de l'arabe et
présenté par Francois Viré. Sindbad: Paris. pp13®-

8 Malouf, An Arabic Zoological p. 102, Viré,Essaide détermination p.
144.

9 Cf. Malouf, Ibid, and the name material In Goodmahg Birds,pp. 168-
199.

8 GénsbglRovfuglenep. 228-229.

8 Goodman;The Birdsp. 209.

8 GénsbglRovfuglenep. 229
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Sparrowhaw. In the books of falconry only the female was
calledbasic®.
Biological comments

The Sparrowhawk is now breeding in Anatolia,
Northern Iran and north-west Africa. It is a winta@sitor in
many places in the Middle East and North Africaisltrather
common as passage migrant in Egypt, and much scasce
winter visitof® (Goodman et al. 1989 p. 186 - 187).

8 Malouf, An Arabic Zoologicalp. 2, Viré,Essaidedétermination p. 141,
Goodman;The Birdsp. 186.

84 Virg, Ibid.

8 GoodmanThe Birdsp. 186-187.
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