)
z/@/mg/éc Q{fa/a vey & o SHedeceree
v

A philological and zoological description of the bid names
given by Yaqgat Al Hamaw and Zakaria’ Al —Qazwnr in
their description of the island of Tinnzs
Part 2.

Philippe Provencal

Zoologisk Museum — Statens Naturhistoriske Museum,
Universitetsparken 15, 2200 Kgbenhav @.

This is the following up of my previous article Awabic
Biology and Medicine: A Philological descripton tife bird
namesgiven by ¥qut AL-Hamawi and Zaka#i® AL-Qazwirt
in their description of the island of TinhisThis series of article
is treating philologically and biologically the fi®f 134/135
bird names included in the descriptions of thendlaf Tinnis
in Lake Manzalah in the Delta of the Nile which @ieen by
Yaqat ibn ‘abdulkh al-Hamawi (1179-1229) in his Mu ‘gam
al-Buldzn and by Zakad b. Muhammad b. Mamud al-
Qazwlr (1203-1283) in his Cosmographyitab ‘Aga’ib al-
Markluagat wa gara'ib al-Mawgidat. As the amount of material
involved in this study is extensive, the treatinij take place

using several articles.

L Provencal, P. A Philological description of thedbirames given bu At
Al-Hamaw and Zaka#i’ Al-Qazwini in their Description of the island of
Tinnis, Arabic Biology and Medicinéylay 2015, No. 3. vol. 1 p. 1-45.

# al-Qazvini, Zakari’ b. Mihammad b. Mamid; Kitab ‘Aga’ib al-
makliagat wa gara’ib al-mawgiadat - El Cazwini's KosmographieEd. F.
Wastenfeld. Genehmigter Neudruck des Ausgabe von-#34@&:s Verlages
der Dieterichschen Buchhandlung. Martin Sandig 1%98iésbaden.

% vaqit al-hamawi, Jacuts Geographisher Wérterbuchherausgeben von
Ferdinand,

Wustenfeld, Leipzig 1866-70. Reprint bya#ig Library, Teheran.
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In the treating of these bird names | continue whté
names, for which the identity is clear or easy twkwout. As in
the previous article, the treated species will terically be
spread out in order to provide a better overview tloé
knowledge found in the Arabic texts on zoology. éplained
in my previous article, some bird names are stilise and the
species in questions are well described in the sidak
literature. In order to avoid making the text oistlrticle too
long, we will only treat twelve species here. Tleenaining
being treated in subsequent articles. For a gernerating of
list of bird names and an overview of the sourcesdusee my

previous articlé

THE BIRD NAMES:

43AWAN/Al-f ahitah (No. 115 /Collared
DovelStreptopelia decaocto /African Collared Dove/

Streptopelia roseogrisea
Philological comments

Malouf writes that the nami&kitah is the name for the
collared dov& This is confirmed by Goodman et alwhere

* Provencal, A PHILOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION.

>The numbers refer to the number of the item inligteof bird names as
noted by Yaqat Al-hamawi, see Provencal, ibid. p. 14-16.

® Malouf, A.,1932,An Arabic zoological dictionanal-Muktataf Press,
Cairo, p. 87.
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the namefahitah is used both for the Collared Dove and the
African Collared Dove, and by F. Vfté

The plural offahitah is fawahit t—*é\jﬁ

Al Gahiz writes that thefahitah is a pigeon or dove

Lisan al-‘Arab writes under the entfghitah:

O JB, skl slaall (e o a0 il gl aa) gl 5 A5l
el (o2l o) dide Aalal G ) sl ol Shis
"Fahitah is the singular ofawapait: It is a kind of
collared pigeon. Ibn Barhas told (that) Ibn aftawaligi
mentioned that the (namEg)aitah is derived from thd-a/t
which is the shadow of the mootf.This last remark might
allude to the collar of the dove which in fact lias form of

a crescent placed horizontally across the Hape
Al-Damir1 writes:

J& 5 I 8 4l (L) ) sha¥) il b (e dl il san) g rASALY

" Goodman, S. M. and P. L. Meininger, S. M. Bah®iel, J. J. Hobbs, W.
C. Mullié 1989:The Birds of Egypt.Oxford University Press. Oxford, New
York, p. 311-312.

8 viré, F. in Etchécopar, R.D., F.id. 1964.Les Oiseaux du Nord de

I'Afrique de la Mer rouge aux CanariesParis, N. Boubée et'€; p. 109.

® Al Gahiz, Kitab al-hayawin, established and annotated by Abdessalam
Mohammed Haroun; ed.ap-el-Gil, 8 vols, (Beyrouth, 1996), vol. 3, p. 201.
9| isan al-‘Arab, (ed. 1955) compiled by: Ibn Mair al-Ifrigi al-Misr,
Abi-I-Fadl Janal ad-Din Mthammad ibn Mukarram. Ed.aD Sadir - Dar
Bayrit, Bayit.

Y-personal observations on collared doves, cf. toterSen, R., G.
Mountfort, P. A. D: Hollom1989. Europas Fuglél'ranslated to Danish by
D. Boertmann and J. Fjeldsa. Copenhagen, C.E.Gs Gadag, plate 51.
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iy Lgipea 5 (1) Alans ol 538 e s (..) Liay) Jlallall dsalall
Dl (8 Jat g Ll L) Lgaada & 5 i)
"(The Fapitah) is the singular of the faaliit among the
collared (birds)... The writer of the Kifah wrote: "The
Fahitah is also called théulsul.... They are Iraqgi birds and not
from the Higaz...Their voice is like a triplet. In the natural
disposition of theFahitah is (the trait) that it likes people and

lives in built-up places*?

This description gives the main characteristitghe
Collared Dove. The voice of the Collared Dove doeeed
pronounce a tri-syllabic coo as anyone who hasdhézese
birds may confirm. The Collared Dove is furthermarevery
urbanised specits The remark on the distribution of the
species seems also to be entirely correct. An-Nawagites
too that the~ahitah is from Iraq and not from thidigaz** while
al-QalgaSaridwrites that thd=gkitah is a collared bird from the
Higaz having the size of a Domestic Pigedfatam)™. This
last remark may indicate a confusion with the Adriccollared

dove, which at the present time is living on thateern half of

12 Al-Damiri, Kamil ad-Din  (1861)Kitab hayat al-hayawin al-Kubr, ed.
Muhammad Sihin and ed. br al-Fikr, Bayit, Lebanon.

13 personal observations on wild specimens, Nifwak, E. 1963.Die
Tarkentaube.Franckh'sche Verlagshandlung Stuttgart, Kosmosagep.
42, cf. also Goodwin, D. 196Pigeons and Doves of the Warldrustees
of the British Museum (Natural History), London,128.

% An-Nuwayl  (ed.1923-55): Nihayat al-Arab f Funin al-Adab.
Photomechanical reprint of the ed. ofrDal-Kutub al Miriyyah. Ministry
of Culture and National Guidance, Egypt. Book 9 2»4-383 and book 10
pp. 1-354.

15 Al-Qalgasand Abii I-‘Abbas Ahmad, Kitab Subk al-A‘&z, vol. 2 ed. Oir
al-Kutub alhidiwiyah. Cairo: 1913-1922, afftghitah.
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the Red Sea coast of the Arabian penirfSukss there are very
small differences in outwards appearance betwesCtilared
Dove and the African Collared Dove, so small int fémat the
two doves sometimes have been counted as congpecifi
although their voices are very different, this emidn is very

likely to occur.
Biological comments

The Collared Dove is an eastern species which hs o
very recently begun to expand its range to the wieat is from

about the beginning of the 20th centdry

The Collared Dove is locally a common breeding
resident in Egypt at the present tithebut it entered the
country in the mid 1970ies and the colonisationcpss still

continues’.

According to Goodman et &l.the African Collared
Dove is not found at the present time in Egypt praput is a
breeding resident near Gebel Elba which is an igseo

mountain standing single in the extreme south-easter of

® Hollom, P. A. D., R. F. Porter, S. ChristenseriMillis, 1988, Birds of
the Middle East and North Africd. & D Poyser: Calton, p. 123.

7-Cf. Nowak, Die Tirkentaube

18 GoodmanThe Birdsp. 312

Meininger, P.L. & Atta G.A.M. (eds). 1994rnithological Studies in
Egyptian Wetlands 1989/90. FORE-report 94-O1, Wivo-report 40,
Vlissingen/Zeist, p. 334.

% Goodmanyhe Birds

Arabic Biology & Medicine Number.3 Vol.2 November 2015



Philippe Provencal.

Egypt’. Nevertheless, this species seems to immigrataen
Lake Nasir area, and two specimens have probably been

observed as far north as Aswfan

The only other place in the Middle East where the
African Collared Dove does breed is on the soutlstere
coastal regions of the Arabian peninsula i.e. fithddah to the

most western part of the Gulf of Aden.

&0 [ Az-zurrayq (No. 13) /Jay [Garrulus

glandarius

Philological comments

The Jay is calledAbi Zurayq (320 s in Syrian
Arabic®®. The namé&urayqfor the Jay alludes to its bright blue

mirror on its wings. These appear as a very bitigie patch on
the front edge of the wirig

In classical Arabic the Jay was also caligiq 38 An-

- Goodman, ibidp. 311.

22 Meininger & Atta,Ornithological Studiesp. 334.

%-Malouf, An Arabic Zoologicalp. 135 and Dalman, G. 1918rabischen
Vogelnamen von Palastina und SyrieZeitschrift des Deutschen
Paléastinavereins nr. 36 pp. 165-179, No. 60.

%4 peterson et alEuropas Fugle.,p. 215 and plate 69 and personal
observations on live birds in the field, cf. alsgsdher, W., 1965Farb- und
Formbezeichnungen in der Sprache der Altarabiscbéchtung, Otto
Harrassowitz, Wiesbaden for the primitive meanifithe root’zrq.
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Nuwayi writes:

o L aisand Ll Jal g ¢ Cadall) sleall s 08 3 e ; 3l .
emsnd,.oﬁf’ud\ﬁ\;\z@yj‘?;‘,_ﬂ\‘d,esj‘wmgd\;\@g}
A\JJGM\A_AG J\JWJJ‘Z)&h\M\oﬁH\J\WMMY@;m

Ay seda e a5 ¢ Lga i shay dikadll 5 oS3 3 LAl 5 Silisa
"The Qiq is a bird the size of a slender pigeon. People in

the Syrian region call bz Zurayq This bird is by nature easy
to accustom to people. It is able to learn and imeguguickly
the speech which it is taught. (This it utters)adi so that a
listener, if he has not seen the bird (in questimeyer doubts
that it is a human being (speaking). It often exocaVer the
parrot in these things. There are tales and repbxsit this bird
(relating) about its intelligence and cleverness os¢h
commentating is lengthy. This bird is well known this
respect.”

This is a very fine description of the jay, iass a
bird, which is well known for its ability to imitatother sounds
with considerable or perfect accuratyCorvids are known as
being quick-witted birds and much of their behaviadnether

innate or learned may be interpreted in this wag tgyman®.

In present day Egypt the namzerraygahis used for
small warblers (cf. No. 29 of the present list).eTieason for

suggesting to identify this name with the Jay heré¢hat the

%5 Goodwin, D. 1986Crows of the World.Trustees of the British Museum
(Natural History): London, p. 53.
- Goodwin, ibid. p. 23-62.

Arabic Biology & Medicine Number.3 Vol.2 November 2015



Philippe Provencal.

birds in this part of the list are characterisedbeyng of dove
size like the J&Y; i.e. the turtle dove (No. 10) the collared dove
(No. 11) the "wailing dove" (no. 12), which accarglito the
sources should belong to tBéreptopeliagenus, and the Crow
(No. 15) the latter being a Corvid like the Jay.

Biological comments

In recent time the Jay is not a member of the Hagypt
fauna. The Jay is a breeding resident in Asia Minor &mel
adjacent mountainous parts of Iraq and Iran, ins@b&yria, in
Lebanon, Palestine and north-west Africa, wherectturs in
wooded land® (Hollom et al. 1988). As there were some

wooded areas around the southern shores of Lakednin
medieval times (pers. inf. from diAbbas a3Sarawi ) the Jay

may have occurred in this place.

The Jay is, in its different forms, widely distriked in
Europe and Central- and East ASia

¢ aAl-Gamdi  (No. 18) / Kestrel / Falco

tinnunculus ; Lesser kestrel /Falco naumanni; Merlin /

Falco columbarius

27-Cf.PetersonEuropas fugleplate 69
2. Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easp. 225
29 Goodwin,Crows,p. 197
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Philological comments

Francois Viré writes in hig€ssai de détermination des
oiseaux de vol dans les principaux manuscrits asabe
médiévaux sur la fauconnerie (1977) that the names
garadi,gjaradiyyah, ala garadah, garadani and saqgr al-garad
@IDA ¢ EIDA (DA Al ¢ (IR ¢ alall Jila are
common Arabic names in the manuscripts on falcdorythe
Kestref®. Malouf (1932) and Goodman et al. (1989)rite
that the Kestrel and the Lesser Kestrel are cabeqd al-garad
in Egypt, however the same authors write that ey of the
Merlin in Egypt isGaradiyyahto which Malouf addsagr al-

garad*.

The name pertaining to grasshoppers (cGHrad) is
due to the fact that larger insects constituteemtgpart of the
food of the Kestréf. In the Mediterranean countries, larger
insects do constitute a greater part of the foothefKestret*,
However the Lesser Kestrel is specialised in eatarger
insects, having beetles and grasshoppers as madnitems®,
The Merlin being a northern species hunts first srémost

%0-viré, F. 1977. Essai de détermination des oiseasxal mentionnés
dans les principaux manuscrits arabes médiévaux la fauconnerie.
Arabica, tome XXIV.

31 GoodmanyThe Birds.

32 Malouf, An Arabic Zoological

33.viré, Essai de détermination.

3. Génsbhgl, B. 1987Rovfuglene i Europa, Nordafrika og Mellemgsten,
Gad. Copenhagen, p. 274.

%-Génsbagl, ibid. p. 280 and ill. pp. 280-281.
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small bird$®. However it is highly probable that in its souther
winter quarters insects do play a larger part ad ftems, but it
is equally probable that the nantgaradiyyah was given by
simple analogy, the three species all being smaltohs

resembling more or less each otfier

In Ancient Egypt the Kestrel was apparently the imos
frequently mummified falcofi. It is also noteworthy, that the
female Kestrel or female Lesser Kestrel was thelagical
model for the representation of the divine "Horaécbn" in the
Ramesside period (last third of the second millermiand
beginning of the first millennium B.C.). In the ethperiods the
Horus Falcon was depicted as a kind of great Faloon
without discriminating species characteristics. €sal species
thus seemed to have influenced the model of theigiBalcon.
Kestrels are found with certainty only on tombs dunderal
papyri of the Dynasties XIX and XX (1307-1196 anti9é-
1070 B.C.). The Kestrels from this period are alsvaictured
in mythological scenes in which the goddessesalsisNephtys
appeared in the form of falcons. The Kestrels tHapicted

were (often) female birds

Biological comments

%-Génsbagl, ibid. p. 266.

37 Génsbal, ibid. p. 264- 281 and pp. 374-379.

% Houlihan, P. F. 198Bhe Birds of Ancient Egyp#ris and Phillips.
Warminster: England, p. 46.

% Houlihan, ibid.
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The Kestrel is a fairly common breeding resident in
Egypt, whereas the Lesser Kestrel is a casual mtidneeeder
in northern Egypt, a scarce autumn migrant and ahmu
commoner spring migrant, and the Merlin is a raratev
visitor in Egypf®. A total of 243 Kestrels were counted
between December 1989 and July 1990 in differemts paf
Egypt by the group behind the Ornithological Oba&pbns in
Egyptian Wetlands. A total of 33 Lesser kestrelsensbserved
by the group in the same period. A total of 17 Nl all
observed in the Northern parts of Egypt, were segrthe
group in the same period. One of the observatianmsale on
12. March 1990, was on Lake ManzdfatAt my visit on the
island of TinAs on the 8 April 1993 Gain ‘Atta’ and |
observed a Kestrel presumably hunting over thadsla

Concerning the Arab world the Kestrel is breeding i
many and large parts of the Middle East. The leksstrel is
mainly breeding in Asia Minor, whereas the Merlia a
decidedly northern species visiting the Middle Easd North

Africa only in wintef?,

GWY)/ Al-Ablag (No. 19) WheatearsOenanthe spp.

Philological comments

% GoodmanThe Birdsp. 199-201 and p. 203
*L Meininger & Atta,Ornithological Studiesp. 313-314.
“2 Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easp. 67-68
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The nameAblaq is a generic name in Arabic for the
Wheatear¥. The name meaning pied, black and wHigludes
to the colour of several species of WheatearsarMiddle East
and North Africa. In all 17 species of the gerfbsnanthe
inhabits the Middle East and North Africa. Of thetbgee
species, i.e. the Desert Wheated@enanthe deserti, the
Isabelline WheateaDenanthe isabellinaand the Red-breasted
WheatealOenanthe bottaedo not have a pied, black and white
plumage, while all the other species are endoweth wiis
colour patterf.

Biological comments

Several species of Wheatears occur in Egypt at the
present time, either as breeding birds or as passagrants
and/or winter visitor®. During my visit to the island of Tifis
on the 8 April 1993 | observed the following threpecies
around the site of the old city of Titga Common Wheatear
Oenanthe oenanthelsabelline WheateaDenanthe isabellina
and Black-eared Wheate@enanthe hispanica -the black-
throated morph.

“3 Malouf, An Arabic Zoologicalp. 174-175, Goodmaithe Birdsp. 389 -
399

“4-Fischer Farb- und Formbezeichnungem, 83 - 85.

“> Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easplates 28 and 29.

5 Goodmanyhe Birdsp. 398-391.
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snadll/Al-hudir (No. 30) /Little Green Bee-eater /

Merops orientalis; Blue-Cheeked Bee-eater Merops

superciliosus
Philological comments

hudir is the official name given by Goodman et al.
(1989) for the Little Green Bee-eater, and both d@doan et al.
(1989) and (Malouf 1932) state that this name igeaeric
name for the Bee-eatéfs The Bee-eaters have other generic

names derived from the rodtdr in the Arab worl@. Another
generic name for the Bee-eaters in Arabiovawar )35,

Nevertheless as this name does occur in the préseas No.
57, and because of the general meaning of the tagjec
ahdar*®, the Green Bee-eaters occurring in the Middle Brdlt
North Africa, i.e. the Little Green Bee-eater ar Blue-
Cheeked Bee-eaférare suggested as identifications for the

present name.
Al-Qalgasandwrites in his chapter about the swallows:

Sila sa s ¢ o iadll peae ol dsan M) Lial 4ol 5l e 1530
LAl 5 GEDAl iy ¢ ay g s ) pida I3 Y ol b elaadl (50 puadl

" Malouf, An Arabic Zoological p. 32-33, GoodmariThe Birds,p. 342-
345.

“8-Malouf, An Arabic Zoologicalp. 32.

49 Cf. Provencal, A PHILOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION , p. 26. The root
"hdr stands for the volour green in Arabic.

*%Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easp. 143 and plate 21.
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"... and among the kinds (of swallows) is countius(
bird) which the people of Egypt call the Little @reBee-eater
(al-hudayn). It is a green bird, smaller than a parrot iresitt
always flies about voicing. It feeds on flying isteand flies".
This is a very precise description of the greerowad Bee-
eaters. Their long pointed wings and their gracefud agile
flight during which they hunt their prey consistiegclusively
of flying insects give them a resemblance to sweadlcand

martins™.
Biological comments

The Little Green Bee-eater is a breeding residant i
Egypt. It is a common breeder in the whole of thke Malley
down to Aswan, and it has extended its breedingggan
northward in the course of the 20th century toudel the lower
Nile valley and the delta, where it neverthelegss#ems to be
absent as a breeding bird in the central and noriberts of the
delta. It nevertheless breeds in the areas arolexhAdria and
Ismaili®?. Three observations at Suez were made in thegsprin
and summer 1998 The Little Green Bee-eater is a breeding
resident in southern Palestine, and in oases atigdeoshores of

the Arabian peninsula with the exception of thef@edjion. It

*LDelin, H., L. Svensson 199@hotographic guide to the birds of Britain
and Europe Hamlyn Publishing Group Limited, London, p. 172-188d
Jonsson, L. 1994Fugle i Europa med Nordafrika og Mellemgsten,
Gyldendal, Copenhagen, p. 336-337.

2 GoodmanyThe Birdsp. 343-344.

*3Meininger & Atta,Ornithological Studiesp. 341.
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is also breeding on the gulf shores of ffan

The Blue-cheeked Bee-eater is, at the present t@me,
rather common summer breeding bird in the northpemts of
Egypt i.e. the Nile delta, the lower Nile valleyndait is a
passage migrant through the whole country. On 7 V@88 a
colony of more than 700 nesting burrows were fowmda
stretch of a few kilometres of dike near Gridi orakk
Manzalaf®. During the spring 1990 it was commonly

observed around Lake Manzalah

Concerning the Arab world the Blue-cheeked BeeIEate

is a breeding bird in north-west Africa, especiatiyMorocco,

in Palestine and in many areas in the Middle-East

sUall s/ Aba-l-hinna’ (No. 31) /Robin / Erithacus

rubecula
Philological comments

The Robin is generally known by this name in Arabic

Amin Malouf writes:

% Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easp. 143.

*>GoodmanjThe Birdsp. 344-345.

*% Meininger & Atta,Ornithological Studiesp. 341.

*"Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easp. 143.

- Cf. entry Robin in: Saad, K. M. 1926 Centennial English-Arabic
Dictionary, The American Press: Beyrouth; and the esinna’ in Wehr,
H., 1976 ,Arabic -English Lexicon]. Milton Cowan, New York.
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s Aaall sl 5 ) b alil Gy sl jeal s il
sUalIll olaans 5 (i B 3 iy (B (g JAl 5 il o 83 43 el
"A litle bird with a red breast. It is known in tmegion
around Damascus aabi-I-hinn and abi-lI-Ainnah It is so
called because of its colouratfit and al-Qazini mentioned it
in [their] description of the island of Timand they called it
abi-l-hinna *(...)"°°. Goodman et al. write that this namiel-I-
hinna’ is the "official" name of the bird in EgyPt The name
using the red colouring plarinng’ is derived from the red
colour on the throat and chest of the bird.

Biological comments

Concerning the Arab world Robins are, at the presen
time, breeding in north-west Africa and furthermare the
northern shores of Anatolia and on the Caspiarspafrtiran,
and it is a winter visitor in most parts of the Mie-East and
North-Africa, however being scarcer on the Araténipsul&”.

In Northern Egypt it is a fairly common winter i, but it
does not breed in Egypt

o9/ ad-dirt (No. 38) /House Sparrow /Passer

domesticus

*% Malouf, An Arabic Zoologicalp. 207.
- Goodman The Birdsp. 383.

®L Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easp. 175.
2 GoodmanThe Birdsp. 383.
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Philological comments

The House Sparrow is generally known in Arabic oy t

namesUsfir Dari and ‘Usfar Buyiti®®. An-Nuwayf writes :

}H\tm@&wm L_q)_\;\ttc\_da‘;is ‘5.\}.1.13\ JM‘LA\A
}J\_)Aj\})l.k\ﬁ\ d.A.\XLSu\).\;J‘UA L.nL\A‘ M}‘L@)—‘Y}'&A‘)ﬂ@h@\
ELY R )&AJAY}U&MLEJJUA—JM‘)M‘HL@.J&L}LL}A ‘UQL;.\I\} (:;U\JSL\
u_\:..\.aa\eds.\).\lantl_\uj b}m\ﬁ\,uﬂ\wu\eq“,cshmm
AL Y1 e eie DS 535 5L il s Caal) IShs ¢ sl LA 5E
LA.\J}‘JM\).\.\S)A} &-\MJ‘\J&JCA}LAJ‘)M\&JJ&JY}A} ;‘J}u
uA).\S‘uLC)A&Jy 4_1\3).:.;430)4\:; J.ﬂ)co),qu_xm@u\ss .\S.ua
La 583 (e ST yans L) 5 ¢ Ay
"And concerning the House Sparrow -: Its natural
disposition is differentiated, as it contains [ets1ts] of the
nature of the Raptor birds as it feeds its yourigobibit and
does not regurgitate in their beak and as it humsls of
animals like flying ants and grasshoppers and reast; but it
has also what belongs to the nature of the conngdirds, as
it is not endowed with the toes and beak of Raptamsgl when
it alights on a twig it sets forward three of ites$ and it sets
behind the back toe while the Raptors set forwenal tbes and
set behind (the other) two toes and as the (Hoymser&w)
feeds on grains and greenery. The male in this kihtird
differs from the female by (having) a black beaftlis bird
does not walk, but only lifts its feet and jump¥h¢ House
Sparrow) mates abundantly and it may perhaps niatartes

in one hour. It therefore has a short life andther most does

%3 Dalman,Arabischen VogelnameNo 48; Malouf, An Arabic Zoological
p. 232; Goodmarilhe Birdsp. 457.
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not live more than one year. The females, howdier,longer
64)"

than the males of these birds.(

This is a very fine description of a Houseu®pw,
where the author observes the distinguishing cherace. the
movements, the black bib of the male and the fepdind
mating habit®.

Biological comments

The House Sparrow is a bird species whose historica
relation to man begins in the Middle East. In fdet oldest
known fossil remains of House Sparrow like birdvehdeen
found in a cave near Bethlehem in Palestine. Thes®ins
were excavated from 12.000 years old layers. InGiDyears
old layers two parts of beaks were excavated aadettwere
identified as belonging to an ancestral form of tHeuse
Sparrow. The typical House Sparrow evolved togetmal in
close interaction with the evolution of corn-basggliculture in
the Middle-EagP. This means that the House Sparrow may be
counted as a natural product of the civilisationd eultures of
the Middle East.

% An-Nuwayi, Nihayah, book 10. p. 249-500. For a survey of the
discussion found in th&itab al-hayawan of al-Gahiz regarding a similar
classification among birds according to their nesiisee: Meyssa Ben Saad,
Mehrnaz Katouzian Safadi, Philippe Provencal, Quetgréflexions sur les
critéres de classification des animaux chez learsta#l-Djahiz (776-868),
Al-MukhatabatNo. 7, July 2013.

85-Cf. Hansen, P. 198%&raspurvenNatur og Museum nr. 3. Naturhistorisk
Museum, Aarhus.

- Hansen, ibid. p. 23.
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The House Sparrow is a widespread species evergwher
in The Middle East and North Africa where it lives close
association with human settlements, as in theake#ie world
where this bird is found. It colonies rapidly neettements. A
fact | witnessed personally in 1994 in the new i&iur
settlements in Namah Bay on the Sinai coast of the gulf of

‘Agabah where House Sparrows were readily seen.

&) 44 /Sigirrag (No. 41) Roller Coracias garullus

Philological comments

Malouf writes that the names of this species are:
Saqirraq, Siqirraq, Siqeq, Saraqriq andsSirigraq Csbs-u ¢
GRS (Bl jbe GBI « Cs\ﬁ)u . That the Roller is
designated by the names given above is beyond doubite
examples gathered by Malouf (1932) in al-DamDawud al-
Antaki, Firuzkadi and Lign al-Arab and by the research of
Malouf in the modern colloquial dialects of the Mie East’.

These names are confirmed by Goodman et al. (188®)

write that the generic names for Roller in presdgsy Egypt
are: Sigiraq andsirgaq ® i.e. 3l_&d ¢ 3355 F. Viré writes

that one of the present day names of the g&wsciasin

67 Malouf, An Arabic Zoologicalp. 210-212.
- GoodmanThe Birdsp. 346.
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north-west Africa areSiragraq G A% and in Egypt it is

Sirgraq and Siqirraq e Rl (F. Viré does not vocalise his
Arabic names). Finally a Morrocan sudent of biolagfprmed
me personally that in his country, i.e. the regadrMarrakus,
the name of the Roller wassarraqra’ &bﬂy This name was
actually written down by him with full vocalisationHis
information came upon the request by the authdhisfarticle
to identify the bird according to the photograppicture of the
Roller in H. Delin and L. Svensson’s photographiiig®.

The name which appears as different versions of a
reduplication of aaq syllable prefixed by a (perhaps factitive)

&nis an onomatopoetic of the voice of the bird

There are many other names for the Roller in the

colloquial Arabic dialects. For Egypt the main aitgive

't S 5h) <l e Nevertheless, to

appellation isGurab Zayfin
al-Qalgasaridthe Gurab Zayiini is another name for the

Chough,Pyrrocorax pyrrocoraXcf. No. 15 of the present list).

The Roller was rarely painted in Egypt in Dynastic
time, but an unmistakable bird of this species paiated in the
tomb of Baket Ill from Dynasty XI (2040 - 1991B.G) Beni
Hasan. This bird is depicted together with a Gol@egiole in

% Delin, Photographic guidep. 172.

"% Delin, ibid.

"-Malouf, An Arabic Zoologicgl p. 210; Viré, Les Oiseaux,p. 586;
Goodman;The Birdsp. 346.
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what seems to be a scene depicting the trappingirofs

considered to be fruit pesfs
Biological comments

At the present time the Roller is a scarce passage
migrant in Egypt, but this may have been differé6t years
ago, where Meinertzhagen in 1930 wrote that thdeRolas
common in autumn migratiéh In all 15 Rollers were
observed by the international group making ornibaal
studies in Egyptian wetlands in 1989-90 of whiche amas

observed on the island of Tisnn April 18,

Concerning the Arab world the Roller is now bregdin

in northern Syria, Northern Iraq.

It is furthermore breeding in the Syro-Palestiniagion
and in much of north-west Africa. It furthermoreeéds in
Turkey and most of Iran. In this whole range itaisummer

visitor’.

D98 / Warwar (No. 57) Bee-eater/Merops apiaster

Philological comments

"2 Houlihan,The Birdsp. 111 - 113 and p. 187.
3 GoodmanjThe Birdsp. 347.

% Meininger & Atta,Ornithological Studiesp. 342.
>Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easp. 144.
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As already stated during the commentaries attribte
the Green Bee-eaters (No. 30 of this list), the enamarvar

Jlsosis a well known generic name for the Bee-eaters in

Arabic. The name is an onomatopo€tids the other Arabic
name for the Bee-eaters nameluddir has already been
mentioned in this list as No. 30, and as the Beeresithe only
one of the Bee-eaters in the Middle East which desshave
an overall green colo(irand as furthermore this name is an
onomatopoetic of the voice of the bird, the Beexehaving the
most far carrying cries of the Middle-eastern Batess, all
these features are taken too as clues for suggesha

identification of thewarwar in this place with the Bee-eater.
Biological comments

At the present time the Bee-eater is breeding & th
Syro-palestinian region and in many parts of theldid East
and north-west Africa. It is a common in Egypt ocasgage

during spring and autumn migratidfs

@il [ Al-sagsaq (No. 62)/Spur-winged Plover

/Hoplopterus spinosus

5 Malouf, An Arabic Zoologicalp. 32.

- personal observations on specimenblefops apiasterbelonging to the
collections of the Natural History Museum, Aarhiienmark and on live
specimens in Egypt in May 2011 ; cf. too HolloBirds of the Middle
Eastplate 21 and DelirRhotographic guidep. 172-173,

8 GoodmanThe Birdsp. 345.
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Philological comments

The name Zadig 38 is given as the "official" name
in Egypt for the Spur-winged Plover both by MalSuind by
Goodman et &° (1989).

The name is an onomatopoetic of the cry of this
bird. This is in accordance with my personal obagon on
Lake Manzalah 7 April 1993 where a single bird flewer my
head while uttering a distinct cry, which may bedered as
zag-zaq, zaq-zaqg, zag-zaq or sag-saq, sagq-sagagadhat the
name is onomatopoetic is further confirmed by the

pronunciation of other common names given to thecks, i.e.
Saqaq, Qagat, tagaq Olwiu ¢ Jalélad ¢ 3Uaik where the last

name was told personally to me by dkbbas as-Safwi - the

General Director of the Historical Museum in Paatds
Biological comments

The Spur-wingedPlover is a characteristic bird of the
Nile delta. | saw it personally on many differenhds of
environment on Lake Manzalah around small stretoliegater
teaming with waders and flying above reed thickemsthe
island of Tinns. The Spur-winged plover is a breeding resident

in Egypt and the population "comprises many thodsaof

% Malouf, An Arabic Zoologicalp. 192.
8. GoodmanThe Birdsp. 251.
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pairs'®™.

dsusudl [ Al-suksukah (No. 65) Chiffchaff /
Phylloscopus collybita

Philological comments

Suksukah .S s the "official’ name given by
Goodman et d for the Chiffchaff. Like the English name the
Arabic name seems with all certainty to be an ornopwetic
one, as the Chiffchaff has a rather monotonous songding
as a repeated two sylabic voicing rendered in Bhglis chiff-
chaff and in Arabic as suk-stk

Biological comments

The Chiffchaff is a common passage migrant andewint
visitor to most parts of EgyPt It is not an especially shy
bird®,

8. Goodman, ibid.

82 Goodman, ibidp. 430.

8. personal observations from singing chiffchaffthia field.

8. GoodmanThe Birdsp. 430.

8. personal observations on Chiffchaffs in woodlamt$ gardens.
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iyl [ al-basans (No. 98 )/Greater Flamingo /

Phoenicopterus ruber

Philological comments

The namebasariS is the common Egyptian name for
the flaming&®. The namebasa’s is not readily found in

Classical Arabic texts and it seems to be pectdidine dialects
of Egypf’. Perhaps the first lettee of its name is derived

from the Coptic definite article in masculine p.

Biological comments

The Greater Flamingo is a winter visitor to Lake
Manzalah, where it is fairly common. Formerly thee&ter
Flamingo bred in several Nile Delta lakes includibhgke
Manzalah, but this breeding seems to have ceasesh@ithe

beginning of 20th centufs;

8. Malouf, An Arabic Zoological p. 107; Viré, Les Oiseaux,p. 598;
Goodman;The Birdsp. 151.

87-Malouf, An Arabic Zoologicalp. 107-108.

8.Goodman The Birdsp. 151-152.
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Jaie s / Ab mingal (No. 102)Glossy Ibis /Plegadis
falcinellus; / Bald ibis / Geronticus eremita; /Sacred Ibis
/Threskiornis aethiopicus)ellow-billed Stork (Wood Stork)
/ Mycteria ibis

Philological comments

The nameabiz mingal is a generic Arabic name for the
Ibise$®. The namebiz mingal refers to the sickle-shaped form
of the beak of these birds.

F. Viré writes that\biz Mingal Ja il is an Egyptian

name for the Yellow-billed Stork, also called theodd Stork.
This bird is zoologically not an Ibis, but it lookke on€®. Cf.
too the scientific namé/ycteria ibis which was earliedbis
ibis. This bird is still found occasionally in Egypt

Historically the Sacred lbis was (together with

8. Dalman, Arabischen VogelnamenNo 127; Malouf, An Arabic
Zoological p. 132-133; ViréLes Oiseauxp. 592; GoodmariThe Birds,p.
132.

- Hollom, Birds of the Middle Easp. 3 and plate 4.

L Goodman(he Birdsp. 143.
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the baboon) the symbol of the lunar déityothwhich also was
the god of writing, science, calculation and wisddkh a late
period in Ancient Egypt, i.e. the Late Dynastic aBdeco-
Roman period, large numbers of Sacred lbises wezd

captivity for religious reasons and later mummitfed

Biological comments

It seems that the Sacred lbis was a common in Egypt
until the early 19th century. One of its last sgbalds in Egypt
seems to have been Lake Manzalafihe Bald Ibis was rather
commonly depicted in Ancient Egypt especially as a
hieroglypi?*, and there is every reason to believe that this
species was at least regularly seen in more regees until
the beginning of its heavy decline, which in Eurdggan in
the 17th century. At the present time the Bald ibis very
endangered species indeed, having its last strdaghim
Morocco, and perhaps the YenieriThe Glossy Ibis is still a
passage visitor in Egypt, especially in sptfhg

2 Houlihan, The Birdsp. 30.
9. Goodman(The Birdsp. 149.
%-Houlihan, The Birdsp. 31.
% JonssonFugle, p. 72.

% Goodman(he Birdsp. 147.
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